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Consider the wondrous works of God
28th March, 2010
O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.
Job 37:14

By KC Ung

Study I – Prologue and The Wondrous Creation and Creatures of God.
Job chs. 1, 2, 38, 39

Study II –Two Wondrous Creatures of God and Epilogue.
Job chs. 40-42

Recapitulation:

I. God’s Questions with regard to His Creation.
Job 38:1-38

  Intro. Who is this…?
38:1-3

A. Where was Job…?
38:4-15

B. Did Job know…?
38:16-30

C. Could Job…?
38:31-38

II. God’s Questions with regard to His Creatures.
Job 38:39-39:30

A. Could Job Conserve food for the Lions and the Ravens?
38:39-41

B. Would Job know …?
39:1-30

III. 
God’s Questions with regard to His two Special Creatures 
Job 40:1-42:6

A. God Continued Questioning Job.
40:1-14

1. God’s Challenge as if in Court - contend
40:1, 2 as 38:2, 3

a. First a Rebuke: Shall he that Contendeth with the Almighty instruct Him?
40:2a cf. 9:3; 10:2, NIV
b. Then a Reproofing Challenge: he that reproveth God, let him answer it.
40:2b
2. Job’s Confession:
40:3-5
a. His Self-realisation: Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee?
40:4a
Vile from verb qalal = to be light or i.e. lightly esteemed, fig. contemptible.
Ct. 31:37
b. He had Spoken once, twice; but now he would be Silent and he would be Still.
40:4b-5 ct. 37:14
3. God’s second Confrontation: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto Me.
40:6, 7-14 cf. 38:3
Intro.: God had declared Himself to be Lord of the Natural (Creation) Order in His 1st Speech, chs. 38, 39

Now God would declare Himself to be Lord of the Moral Order in this 2nd Speech –

a. God’s Challenge repeated in His 2nd speech.
40:6, 7 -13 cf. 38:1-3
Contrast Job’s last words and Challenge to God.
31:35-40

(1) My desire is, that the Almighty would Answer me, and that mine Adversary had written a book.
 31:35

(2) I would give him an Account of all my steps; like a prince I would Approach him.

31:37

(3) If Job had Committed wrong, he was prepared to face the Consequences.



31:38-40

i. Was Job’s Indictment of God an affront to His Integrity and Injustice?
40:8

Would Job condemn God to justify himself?
“Condemn” is the verb rāša‛, “to act wickedly or to condemn as wicked.” 
This is an amazing reprimand by God. This verb has occurred several times already in the Book of Job:
· Job had said he would unwittingly Condemn himself if God Confronted him.
  

9:20a
· Then he said he would tell God not to Condemn him. Why should God Contend with him?
10:2
· Eliphaz accused Job of Choosing the tongue of the Crafty, Condemning himself by his words. 
15:6
· Elihu was angry with Job’s three Companions who found no solution for Job yet Condemned him. 32:3
· Now God Concluded that the One who was really being Condemned was God Himself! 
40:8

Job’s self-justification that he was not acting wickedly resulted in his saying 

that God was acting wickedly.

ii.  God’s Inquiry and Imperatives to Job.
40:9-13, NRSV

· His Inquiry: Have you an arm like God, and can you thunder with a voice like His?

· His Imperatives: 
Deck yourself with majesty and Dignity; clothe yourself with glory and splendor.

· 
Pour out…your anger, and look on all who are Proud, and abase them.

· 
Hide them all in the dust together; bind their faces in the world below.

b. God’s “Condescending Confession” stated or 

God’s Ironical admission of Job’s Independence to save himself if he could do the above

40:14

Then I will also acknowledge to you that your own right hand can give you victory.

But could Job? For instance could he tame these two creatures: the behemoth and the leviathan?

B. God’s special Creatures Described – The Behemoth and the Leviathan
40:15-24;  41:1-34

1. Are they Biblical? – occurrences of the two in Scripture:
a. The Behemoth:


Job 40:15-24

The beasts (behemah) of the field cry also unto thee. 
Joel 1:20; also 1:18; 2:22
b. The Leviathan:



Job 41:1-34
i. those who are skilled to rouse up Leviathan. 

Job 3:8

ii. Can you draw out Leviathan with a fishhook…
Job 41:1ff

iii. Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces…
Psa. 74:14


iv. there is that leviathan, whom thou hast made to play therein.
Psa. 104:24-26

v. In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea. 




      Isa. 27:1

2. Were they mythological?

Leviathan symbolizes mankind opposed to God as the beasts mentioned 
in the books of Daniel and Revelation should be interpreted as metaphors.(?)
Cf. Isaiah 27:1

3. Were they historical?
NRSV
a. The Behemoth:

i. God asked Job to Consider it: Look at Behemoth
40:15a,

ii. God Created the behemoth just as I made you.
40:15b, 19

iii. It was Categorised alongside 12 ordinary animals as goats, eagles, and hawks, etc.
38:39-39:30

iv. It Conducted itself as the other earthly Creatures, having their Characteristics.
40:20-24

The Detailed Description of its anatomy fits real beasts.
40:16-18

Mythical animals though based on real creatures have exaggerated attributes.

v. The word behemah is Called, and translated as, wild animals in 
Joel 1:18, 20


What would it be? Hippotamus, elephant, crocodile or Dinosaur?


[Visit http://www.biblebanner.com/ga_art/dayage/levithan.htm#top]

· The Core verse to Consider: 
Job 40:17a

KJV: He moveth his tail like a cedar.

NASB: He bends his tail like a cedar.

NIV: His tail sways like a cedar.

NKJV: He moves his tail like a cedar.

REV: His tail is rigid as a cedar.

RSV: He makes his tail stiff like a cedar.

RV: He moveth his tail like a cedar.

· The Cedar: its height or its strength and size; vertical or horizontal?

· The Comparisons: it cannot fit the elephant  or the hippotamus, or (cp. also 40:24)

Perhaps a dinosaur?

· The Conclusion:

· The Behemoth suggests a large animal, and no known living animal fits the passage adequately (for various reasons, including the detailed habitat presented).

· The most natural interpretation of the key clause Job 40:17a is that the tail of Behemoth is compared to a cedar for its great size, and there is nothing in the context which contradicts this possibility.
· Consequently, the most reasonable interpretation is that Behemoth was a large animal, now extinct, which had a large tail. Thus some type of extinct dinosaur should still be considered a perfectly reasonable possibility according to our present state of knowledge.

· Their fossilized remains were so immense and grand that shortly after their discovery Sir Richard Owen articulated the term "dinosaur" for a new order of animals in 1840 (deino = terrible; sauros = lizard).
See Dinosaurs and the Bible. Visit http://www.answersingenesis.org/

b. The Leviathan:
Job 41:1-34
Leviathan is described in detail, in Job chapter 41, as a creature of immense strength. In the Hebrew text, he has ‘terrifying’ teeth and scales like rows of shields, closely fastened together and hard as stone. He is a resident of the sea, knowing no fear and apparently immune to all man’s weapons.

Though elsewhere mentioned in scripture as mythical 
3:8; Psa. 74:14; Isa. 27:1


It is also spoken as a created being.
Psa. 104:24, 26

Visit http://www.biblebanner.com/ga_art/dayage/levithan.htm#top
i. It is Irrepressible when Approached:
Job 41:1-11, NRSV

· You cannot Catch it. Canst thou…?
41:1, 2

· You cannot Control it. Wilt thou…?
41:3-5
· You cannot Capture it. Any hope of capturing it will be disappointed; 
41:6-9a

· You cannot Confront it. Who can confront it and be safe? 
41:9b-11

ii. It is Inimitable in Appearance: 
Job 41:12-24

I will not keep silence concerning its limbs, or its mighty strength, or its splendid frame.


· Consider its Parts (limbs): skin (13, 15-17), face (14, 18-21)
41:12-21


· Consider its Power (mighty strength): in its neck, flesh, chest (heart).
41:22-24

· Consider its comely Proportions (splendid frame): Weapons have no effect.
41:25-32

iii. It is an Incomparable Animal: On earth it has no equal, a creature without fear. Job 41:33-34

It surveys everything that is lofty; it is king over all that are proud.

C. Job’s Confession  - I understood not…I knew not
Job 42:1-6

1. He Acknowledged God’s All-Invincibility (in His Wondrous Works he had considered)
42:1, 2, NRSV
a. God’s Omnipotence: I know that You can do all things,

b. God’s Omniscience: and that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.

2. He Admitted his Inadequacy.
42:3
a. He Echoed God’s question:  Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? Cf. 38:2


b. He Eschewed himself for questioning God.

Therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too Wonderful for me, which I knew not.

c. He was Experiencing God afresh:
42:4, 5
i. He Repeated God’s challenge to Him – 
42:4 cf. 40:7b
Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto Me. Cf. 38:3; 40:7

It was most Humbling; it was most Humiliating. He had to be Honest…
ii. Then he Related himself to God in a new way:
42:5
I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee.

3. Therefore, he Abhorred his Iniquity and repented.
42:6
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.

Cf. 2:8

THE EPILOGUE:
Job 42:7-17

From verse 7 onwards, the text reverts to the prose narrative as in chapters 1 and 2; 32:1-5

A. God’s Rebuke and demanded Retribution
Job 42:7-10

And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job…
i.e. chs. 38-41

1. God Singled Eliphaz out with his two friends for not Speaking right about Him.
42:7
2. They had to bring a Sacrifice to Job for him to Supplicate on their behalf.
42:8, 9 cf. 1:5
3. Consider Job’s Status before God: 
a. He was God’s Servant.
42:7c, 8c

b. He Spoke that which was right concerning God.
42:7c, 8c

c. His Standing before God was restored: the LORD also accepted Job.
42:9c, 10
Literally God accepted the Face of Job, i.e. his person.
42:9c
i. Contrast 

· Satan Alleged that Job would curse Thee [God] to Thy face.
1:11; 2:5

· Zophar Advised Job to repent from his sin for then shalt thou lift up thy face 

without spot; yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear.
11:15

· Eliphaz Added the same: Then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, 

and shalt lift up thy face unto God.
22:26

ii. Consequently  
42:10, NRSV

· The LORD Restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his friends;

Job had acted as their mediator: 

· Job’s Reward: The LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.
[See #B below]
B. Job’s Restoration and Reward – A Seven-fold Restoration:
Job 42:11-16

1. Job’s Kith and Kin returned to Sup and Sympathise with him.
42:11a
They all had Abandoned him earlier when he was in Anguish.
Cf. 19:13-19; 

They were his Fair-weather Friends.
29:8-10, 21-25

2. They even Contributed a Coin of money and a gold ring to him.
42:11b, RSV
Were they friends indeed, when Job was in need?

3. Job’s Conclusion was more blessed than his Commencement:
42:12
The LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning.

It was exactly double what he had at the beginning.
Cf. 1:3

4. God gave Job seven Living sons and three Lovely daughters.
42:13
God replaced what Job lost completely (7) and wholly (3).
Cf. 1:2 ct. 1:18, 19

5. Job’s three daughters were Fittingly named, and were the Fairest in the land.
42:14, 15a

Ct. Job’s first three daughters were not named.
Cf. 1:2

Jemimah = lit. warm, i.e. affectionate; hence dove; or derived from “day”, i.e.  fair as the day.

Keziah = fragrance (from cassia, tree with aromatic bark)

Kerenhappuch = horn of antimony (cosmetic dye, black mineral powder used for increasing 

the brilliance of eyes by darkening the edges of the eyelids).

These three daughters were the most beautiful in the land!

6. Job Graciously Gave his daughters an inheritance like their brothers.
42:15b cf. Num. 27:1-11
Not the Norm. Only Occurrence was when the five daughters of Zelophehad died
without leaving behind any sons. Moses allowed them to be given the share 
of their father’s inheritance in order to perpetuate the name of their father.

God was blessing Job more than he ever anticipated so that he could be gracious to his daughters.

7. Job lived to see Four generations and died Full of age.
42:16

Job even lived (another 140 years?) to double the normal human lifespan.  
Cf. Psa. 90:10

Job died, being old and full of days, lit. = old and satisfied with days.

Cf. Gen. 35:29

Conclusion: How does the Epilogue help you to understand or clear up certain issues...

That have arisen in your understanding of Job? 

Regarding the sufferings of the righteous/innocent? 

Regarding the spiritual warfare that is going on in the heavenly realm? 

Regarding God’s seemingly “absent” invisible personal protection, provision, power and presence in your life? 


REFLECT. 







